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Burden of disease

• What are the most relevant diseases
in a country?

• Which risk factors are the strongest 
contributors to disease and death?

• How is the impact of different 
diseases evolving over time?

• How does it compare between and 
within countries?
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Global Burden of Disease



BoD activities in Europe

O’Donovan et al., 2018. Burden of disease studies 

in the WHO European Region-a mapping exercise.
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Objectives

BOD plays an increasingly important role in PH decision making

variable technical capacity at country level

limited harmonization of existing efforts

no platform to support methodological advances

limited understanding of knowledge translation/policy transfer

burden-eu objective

 Technical platform for integrating and strengthening 
capacity in burden of disease assessment across Europe 
and beyond



Objectives

Research Coordination

Bring together experts and expertise across different domains, 
transforming the currently scattered burden of disease 
landscape into one transnational team

Compare and harmonize methods and approaches for 
burden of disease assessment

 Identify critical knowledge and data gaps, and set up studies 
for which international coordination is needed

Serve as an advocacy group for the burden of disease 
approach in Europe



Objectives

Capacity Building

Build and increase capacity in burden of disease assessment 
across Europe

Serve as a technical platform where knowledge and expertise 
can be shared among established and emerging researchers

Promote an interdisciplinary approach that integrates 
knowledge translation in the classical burden of disease 
framework



www.burden-eu.netwww.burden-eu.net

COST Action CA18218
European Burden of Disease Network

Technical platform to integrate and strengthen capacity in 

burden of disease assessment across Europe and beyond
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38 countries38 countries
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New Working Group management tool

A new tool has been developed for applying to become a WG 
member: https://e-services.cost.eu/action/CA18218/working-
groups/apply

WG members are now also listed on the COST website

 The tool makes it easier for NNC/IPC affiliates to join

 This information will now also be used to estimate the size of 
the network, contributing to the determination of the budget for 
the following Grant Period

Please make sure to formally apply as WG member

https://e-services.cost.eu/action/CA18218/working-groups/apply








Task Forces

 https://www.burden-eu.net/taskforces

https://www.burden-eu.net/taskforces


COST Networking Tools
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Excellence 
and 

Inclusiveness

Geographical 
coverage

Gender

Young 
Researchers 

and 
Innovators



COST is supported by the 
EU framework programme
Horizon 2020

Networking

Capacity 
building

Joint 
research 
activities



COST is supported by the 
EU framework programme
Horizon 2020

Networking

Capacity 
building

Joint 
research 
activities





International Burden of Disease Conference
June 2022
Belgrade, Serbia



https://www.burden-eu.net/wcph2020

https://www.burden-eu.net/wcph2020


https://www.burden-eu.net/eph2021

https://www.burden-eu.net/eph2021


https://www.burden-eu.net/news/spotlight

https://www.burden-eu.net/news/spotlight


www.burden-eu.net/webinars



Next webinar

Monday 14 March, 13h CET

WHO/ILO estimates global burden of occupational disease



#BurdenEU
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Training Schools

Individual mobility





Testimonials

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rw7y_c_HTyU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rw7y_c_HTyU
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Individual mobility
Tina Lesnik



Testimonials

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Et2gqVnpmvE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Et2gqVnpmvE


Coffee break
We start again at 14h25 CET
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Knowledge translation 
Working Group
Henk Hilderink
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COVID-19 disease burden 
Task Force
Sara Pires



https://www.burden-eu.net/outputs/bod-database
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Systematic literature review
GBD publications
Juanita Haagsma
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DALY calculation checklist
Elena von der Lippe
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What is next?
Brecht Devleesschauwer



Do not forget..

Register as WG member  www.burden-eu.net/join

 Training Schools

Mobility Grants

Webinars

Use the network to your advantage!

https://www.burden-eu.net/join


Task Forces

 https://www.burden-eu.net/taskforces

https://www.burden-eu.net/taskforces
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